TSC; party hard, swim harder.

After a very enjoyable presentation evening at the Winter Gardens where we saw why coaches, and in some cases, their husbands, should leave the dancing to the swimmers, there was always the possibility that the night before might impact on the swim the day after. Up against more of the top clubs in the country, the hope was that we could replicate the performance from round one, in what was arguably a tougher competition given the quality of the other clubs. 

From the balcony, it looked like Amersham had brought along every swimmer in Hertfordshire and that Rushmore had implemented a policy of not bringing along any swimmers under 6 foot, across the shoulders that is. 

A hard night looked in prospect and all the swimmers would need to be at the top of their game to repeat the performance of round 1, but Lou Gates got us off to the perfect start with another great performance and 6 points in the IM, the first of 27 PBs that the swimmers would achieve over the course of the gala. Kyri brought 5 points in with a second place in his IM and then it was on to the first round of relays. The 11/u girls 4 x 50 free relay swam a faster time than in round 1, including a PB for Sommer leading off Millie, Olivia and Beth, before the boys took almost 3 seconds of their round 1 time to come home first. This spurred on the 13/u girls medley relay who took almost 5 seconds off their first round time, with Rhiannon beating her round 1 time by almost 2 seconds before the boys fought their way to another 2 points with another lead-off PB from Taine. In the next 4 relays, we swam very close to the times from the first round and added an extra 5 points from the girls open relay where we did not score first time round. So a solid first set of performances but the depth of this round was emphasised when the first totals were announced and we were only in 4th place.

Individual swims next and we witnessed a group of athletes at the top of their game with 15 PBs set in the next 13 events. Step forward Honour, Thomas, Tamsin (2), Alex (Boyd and Wilmshurst (2)), Lauren, Louise, Ben E, Keiran, Elloise (2) Taine and Hannah, great team work on a night where every point would count. No PBs but winning swims for Jamie and Katie kept us well established in 4th place with a comfortable margin between us and Hastings and Maxwell below us and the possibility of stepping up to challenge Rushmore Royals in 3rd. Beth kept the points coming in with a hard fought 5 points before PBs from Robyn and the 2 Josh’s, L & C, kept us pushing Rushmore for 3rd place. Now the most important thing for the swimmers to do was to target the Rushmore swimmers; if we could beat them in the next few swims, we could move up the table and do something we had not done before; finish above them in an Arena league gala. 
And that is just what happened. Although the next 12 individual swims brought only 1 1st place, for Katie in the 100 free, and 2 PBs for Josh C and Ben E, the swimmers fought for every point and by the time we entered the final round of relays, we hade sneaked past Rushmore into 3rd place, but our lead was so slender we could lose it in a single event.

Honour, Beth Olivia and Sommer knocked almost 4 seconds off their first round time for 4 points followed by Thomas, Josh C, Keiran and Jerry who brought home 6 points. In the 13/u girls another PB for Robyn inspired Tamsin, Sammy and Maisie to third before the boy’s team of Taine, Jack, Josh L and Alex B added 3 more points to the total. Elloise led-off with another PB in the 15/u girls team of Hannah, Rhiannon and Lauren. Jordan repeated the PB lead-off with another for the team of Alex W, Jaimie and Oscar in the final age-group relay of the night. With only 2 relays left, it was too close to call, and looking at the size of the “boys” lining up for the open 6 x 50m free relay, it was clear that we faced a very difficult last 2 races to hold on to 3rd place. Lou set the team off on a flying start with her 3rd PB of the night enabling Hannah, Alice, Laura, Maisie and Katie to add another 3 points to the score, but would it be enough? Ben P led off followed by Ben E with Casey, Josh M, Jamie and Kyri repeating the girl’s performance with another 3 points. 
By my reckoning we had reached 188 points, only 3 points short of the total that had given us 2nd place in the last event, but the quality in depth of this round was emphasised when the final places were announced. We had held on to 3rd place by a single point and beaten Rushmore for the first time. We had 27 PB swims tonight compared to 21 in the last gala to emphasise that we are not only swimming with the best in the country, but also that we deserve to be here. When the squads are all together at the end of the event and you count the number of swimmers that clubs like Amersham, Woking and Rushmore had competing, it underlines the hard work and dedication of our relatively small squad that enables them to successfully compete at this level. 
Results from the first 2 rounds put us in 5th equal spot overall but we lost out on a place in the final on countback. This does not detract from a series of great performances by all concerned and should spur us on to finishing as high as we can in the 3rd round in December.

