Arena League, Guildford , October 2015.
After the great start to the competitive season the club had at the first weekend of the East Invicta championships, it was time to step up to the premier league of club swimming with the first round of the Arena league. The club had its highest ever finish last season and expectations were high, though the fact that we were teamed against both Guildford A & B teams, along with Wycombe, Epsom and Hastings, meant that a 4th place finish in this gala would be a great result.

First event was the individual 200m IM; a good start here would steady the nerves of all the swimmers competing for the first time at this level. No good start, only a great start with a second place and a PB for Louise Gates followed up by a first place for Kyri. 

Relays up next, alternating 4 x 50m free and 4 x 50 m medleys. In the recent East Invicta gala we had won 8 of 8 setting new championship records in several and this would be the standard we would need to achieve tonight to keep us up at the top of the scoreboard. Eleven and under boys and girls free relay first, and the swimmers kept up the high performance levels including a PB for Thomas King in the lead-off leg and a superb sub-30 second final leg from Josh Cowham. Medley relays next for the 13 and under swimmers and the hard work continued with another PB for Taine Carrick in the lead-off leg. Overall, a steady set of results in the relays keeping us in the middle of the score-board.

Back to the individual events with the 11 and under age group, swimming 50 metre events rather than 100 metres for the older age groups, and 2 more PBs in the 50m back for Honour Llewellyn and a second for Thomas King. On the back of his great performance at the EIs, another PB for Alex Boyd in the 100 m breastroke followed by 2 PBs for Alex Wilmshurst in the 100 metre back saw us starting to move up the scoreboard. A really gutsy swim from Ben Evans saw him break the minute mark for the first time ever in the 100 metre fly, breaking a huge psychological barrier and a performance that he will be keen to repeat at the next opportunity at one of the licensed galas ensuring it goes into the record books. 

Back to the 11 and under and 2 more great swims; Beth Williams and another real hard-fought first place and PB from Keiran Dale in the 50 metre fly saw us pick up 10 more points. More PBs from Robyn Moon (2) and Taine Carrick in the 100 metre back were followed by two more first place finishes from Hannah Denny and Jamie O’Connor. 

Now we were not just consolidating a possible third place finish but realistically pushing for second, and this seemed to get to the swimmers as more great performances followed. A second for Katie Latham and another PB for Ben Evans in the 100 metre back led to the Beth and Josh repeating their earlier successes with second and first respectively in the 50m breaststroke and the third double PB of the night, this one for Josh Lewis in the 100m fly. The next 4 events saw us take 18 points thanks to Hannah, Jamie, Alice and Kyri. 
The final round of individual events and we find Thanet sitting in second place, sandwiched between the Guildford squads. A few more big performances and this could be one of the best nights ever for the club at this level. 

The 11 and under age group kept up the pressure with Sommer and Josh in their final individual events, then the 13 and under group brought home 9 points thanks to a first for Maisie Macartney and a PB for Jack Baker. Rhiannon and Alex kept us secure in the second spot before the final individual events saw a first place for Katie and a new PB for Ben Pond. 
Eight events left, a second place finish on the horizon if we can all dig deep and finish strongly. 

Medley relays for the 11 and under age group: third place for Honour, Beth, Olivia and Millie; first for Thomas, Josh, Keiran and Jerry. Another third for the girls in the 13 and under squad, Robyn, Tamsin, Samantha and Maisie followed by fifth for the boy’s team of Taine, Jack, Alex & Josh. The 15 and under girls of Lauren (PB in the lead-off leg), Rhiannon, Hannah & Maisie brought home another couple of points before a second place finish for the boys of Jordan (PB in the lead-off leg), Alex, Jamie and Oscar finished the 4 x 50 relays, leaving the 6 x 50 squad relays to come.

Second place was assured by now but the teams wanted to go out and finish the night as they had started it. A second place for the girl’s team of Louise (PB in the lead-off leg), Hannah, Alice, Laura, Maisie and Katie was followed with a 4th place for the boy’s team of Ben P, Ben E, Casey, Josh, Alex and Kyri.

A great night for the club and for all the swimmers involved demonstrating the difference in quality between competitions at local level and those at national level. With 21 PBs set in this gala by Thanet swimmers and 9 first places, 10 second places and 9 third places, the team performed exceptionally well, but we can always do better; nest stop the second half of the East Invictas followed by the second round of the Arena league in November. Keep up the hard work and the performances will look after themselves.
