Arena League, Maidenhead, December 2013.

Having just failed to make it to the area final on count-back, the squad were determined to finish 2013 on a high note. As with previous Arena league galas, it would be vital that everyone fought for every point to ensure we finish as high up as possible. 

Our recent bad luck with electronic scoreboards continued here at Maidenhead, where, despite the gala being put back one hour to enable the use of electronic timing and scoreboard for the results, the starting device and the scoreboard failed to connect with each other leaving us reliant on manual timing. Not only that, a fault with the air conditioning in the pool meant that temperatures were hot enough to melt the large box of chocolates won in the raffle by one lucky, if slightly rotund, parent.

Louise Gates set us off on our way with an inspired performance, knocking over a second off of her PB to set a new club record and her 3rd PB in 3 Arena league swims. Kyri followed up with his customary 200 IM to give us 10 out of 12 points. It would be fair to say that we worked hard but had little return in the first round of relays. The boy’s team of Thomas King, Jerry Sykes, Keiran Dale and Josh Cowham were our only winners in the first 8 relays that left us equal 3rd equal at the end of the first 10 events. 
Again, there could be no faulting our swimmers for effort as they struggled to pick up points even though PBs were being swum by several of the team. These included PBs for Honour Llewellyn, Alex Boyd, Lauren Palmer-Jones, Beth Williams, Elloise Clements and Hannah Denny. By now we had slipped down to 5th place and were still working hard but, as in previous galas, maintaining our discipline and not losing any points due to disqualifications, which would cost some of the other clubs dearly by the end of the evening.  

A nice run of three 1st places from Hannah, Jamie O’Connor and Katie Latham started pushing us back up the table again and we had another PB, this time for Josh Cowham. This was our most consistent series of swims with 10 top 3 finishes to bring us back up to 3rd place, only 3 points behind Rushmore Royals in 2nd. 

More gutsy performance from all concerned kept us in 2nd place going into the relays, but the size of some of the other squads meant that we would have to be at our absolute best to have a chance of staying there. Thomas, Josh, Keiran and Jerry were our most successful team of the night, recording a 2nd 1st place to keep us in the hunt. The girls also worked hard with another great swim from Honour, Millie, Beth and Sommer followed by a 2nd and 3rd place for the respective teams of Robyn, Tamsin Samantha and Maisie and Taine, Alex, Josh Lewis and Jack. It was left to the teams of Elloise, Rhiannon, Hannah & LPJ for the girls and Alex W, Jordan, Oscar and Jaimie for the boys to finish off the age group events. We were still in with a chance, particularly as some of our closest rivals had to contend with disqualifications cancelling out some good performances. In the final 6x50m events, finishing above our nearest rivals would keep us in contention with a shot of 2nd and perhaps 1st place. So the girls’ team of Louise, Hannah, Laura, Alice, Maisie and Katie gave it their best shot and came in with 4 points before the boys in the shape of Ben P, Ben E, Jamie, Casey, Josh M and Kyri brought us home a final 3 points. 

It was looking tough as Rushmore Royals had used their larger squad to their advantage and swum away with many of the relay events but, when the score were announced, Windsor had slipped from 1st to 3rd and we had maintained our 2nd place, only missing out on 1st by 6 points, although we only held on to 2nd place by 2 points. Hard work and good discipline had brought us our reward and we finished 8th overall in the league, a great achievement when you looked at the size of the other squads present on pool-side. Next stop, Basildon, and a chance for a crack at some regional, zonal and national times. 
