Basildon & Phoenix winter open meet 2013.
The last gala of the year brought a cold and miserable weekend with the threat of storms and long delays navigating the Christmas traffic around Bluewater and Lakeside. Even the seasonal appearance of sore throats and bunged-up noses couldn’t dampen the spirits of the squad as they took advantage of the opportunity to compete in a 50 metre pool, which would also be the last chance for those trying to achieve Southern zonal qualifying times.

As always, some really great performances with the usual raft of new PBs and club records with plenty of qualifying times for the Kent, South East regionals and Southern zonals thrown in for good measure.

As an example, in the first session we had 41 swimmers competing and between them they managed 34 Kent times, 13 regional times, 11 zonal times and a national time not forgetting Hannah’s club record in the 50m fly. We also managed 13 top 3 placings including 7 first places.
With the second session not starting until most other galas are finishing, it was going to be a long day for the swimmers but they proved up to the task. From 43 swimmers we saw 31 PBs including 2 for Maximus Parpworth in the 200m fly. Three more national times were achieved along with 19 top 3 finished including 7 firsts. 

The late finish to session 2 did not seem to affect the swimmers too much as they picked up from where they left of on Saturday with 16 top 3 finishes including 6 firsts. Swim of the session goes to Kyri whose 400m IM earned him a qualifying time for 5 levels of gala from Kent up to GB. National times were also achieved by Alice Latham in the 100m breaststroke. In fact, of all the swims in this session, only 2 did not achieve the qualifying time for the Kents or upwards, or a PB.
Final session and there was no let-up in the commitment as 3 swimmers set new club records; Jamie O’Connor in the 100m fly and the best “buy one get one free” package of Alice and Katie Latham in the 50m breaststroke and 200 IM respectively which were also national times for the girls. Another huge set of PBs and qualifying times were achieved along with more top 3 finishes and first placings to see the club finish 2013 on a high note. Excluding the 2 DQs, over 95% of the swims at the gala achieved a PB for the swimmer and/or a qualifying time for one of the major galas of next year ranging from county to nationals and GB. A great way to finish the year.
