Thanet Swimming Club finish 2013 on a high.
The last month of the year saw Thanet swimmers ramp up their performances as they head into 2014 in the best possible shape for the upcoming major championship galas.

Having failed by the narrowest of margins to qualify in the top 6 for the last round of the Arena league, the swimmers were determined to finish as high as they could. 

Louise Gates got the gala of to a great start with a new club record in the 200m medley. The next few races were hard-fought but left us in 3rd place after the first 10 events. As always, discipline would be important and the swimmers were on the ball as Thanet were the only club not to register a disqualification ensuring we scored points in every event. By the last set of relays we had pulled up to second but only a few points covered the top 3 squads so every point would be vital and so it proved as we held on to finish 2nd on the night and 8th overall.

The last of the galas took place at Gillingham and Basildon, where there was the opportunity to compete in one of the few 50m pools in the south-east.

The performances at Gillingham were top class, with almost 140 personal best times achieved as well as 80 qualifiers for the Kent county gala and 9 for the south-east regionals alongside a new club record for Maximus Parpworth in the 100m fly. 

The final gala of the year took the club to Essex to compete in the relatively new 50m pool at Basildon. For many swimmers this would be the first gala in a 50m pool and great experience for those aiming beyond the Kent county level. As expected, the swimmers rose to the challenge and came away with a great set of results. Over 95% of all swims completed achieved either a new personal best or the qualifying time for one of next year’s target galas from county level up to national and beyond. There were also new club records for Hannah Denny in the 50m fly, Maximus Parpworth in the 200m fly, Jamie O’Connor in the 100m fly, Alice Latham in the 50m breaststroke and Katie Latham in the 200m medley.

The club is set to have one of its best ever seasons with representation guaranteed at all the major galas next year and almost record numbers qualifying for these galas, and we still have a few months of qualifying left. The first big gala of 2014 will be the Southern Zonals held in Glastonbury at the end of January. With many having achieved qualification times for this event, it will be the first chance of the year to compete against the best swimmers in the Southern part of the country. But before that there is the Icebreaker gala in Canterbury where most of the swimmers will have Kent and/or South East regional times in mind and the chance to swim off their Christmas dinners in their new costumes courtesy of Santa Claus.  
