Kent Junior League November 2013 .
In the final Kent Junior League of the season, the team were out to repeat the high quality performances given at recent Arena League galas. But with so many of the swimmers competing here having also competed for their school in the regional biathlon event earlier in the day, a lot of the team would have to dig deep into their reserves. 

The opening event of the gala set the tone for the night, as far as the organisers were concerned. Problems with the starting equipment meant that swimmers were up and down off their blocks so often there was a high probability of them developing sea-sickness. It was apparent to all watching from the gallery that at least one of the lane timers was faulty and unfortunately it was the one with the Thanet swimmers in it. So not only were the split times for any of the swimmers not available for Thanet, they were also subsequently lost for all events later in the evening. But the fun did not stop there as the Thanet swimmer times and event placings were frequently not available on the scoreboard at the end of each event, so good luck to anyone trying to determine where we were placed during the competition. This would have been a minor irritation had the PA system been audible and/or intelligible but, in keeping with the general running of the event, it was sadly neither. However, you could always be sure of which event was being swum from the information relayed on the scoreboard, couldn’t you? Again, no. As the event displayed on the board was wrong so often the only reasonable explanation was that the event organisers were trying to recreate the infamous monkeys and typewriters experiment.
On to the gala. Two first place swims in the 200m free from Maisie and Jack set us off on the right path. Max Parpworth swam just outside his PB to add 5 points in the 50m fly followed by the first PB of the night for Millie Homewood in the 50m breaststroke. The now mandatory 6 points from Josh C in the 50m breaststroke was followed by the first series of relays. Three second places and a third place were as good as it got in the 8 relays before it was back to the individual events. We were struggling in 4th place at this point, and though we were never going to be worse than 4th, it was not where we wanted to be. Two first places in the 100m fly including a PB for Keiran set us off on the right foot with more PBs to follow from Jerry, Josh C and Keiran again, and in the last of the individual events in this section we came away with 11 points thanks to Robyn and Taine in the 100m back. Still 4th overall, lots of hard work would be needed if we were to finish in the top 3 where we should be. We got the hard work but we could only manage one top 3 finish in the 6 relays, although we were still in with a chance of making 3rd place. Fourteen more individual events left and again, although the hard work was there, first places eluded the team. Some impressive performances for 5 points from Tamsin and Oscar K in the 100m breaststroke and Keiran in the 50m fly left us with a lot still to do going into the final round of relays. The 8x 25m fly squadron of Nicole, Max, Sommer, Keiran, Maisie, Taine, Elloise and Josh L scrapped their way to 4 points before we finished with 12 points from the final 2 relays. 
We squeezed into 3rd place by 5 points, the difference between first and last in a race. While not our best team performance, all of our swimmers made it through the gala without a single DQ, something no other team could manage, and emphasising the importance of coming away from a race with even 1 point; so well done to Abbie D & Abbie R, Chloe, Finlay, Honour, Jasmine, Jen, Katie, Olivia, Oscar, Omar, Rhiannon, Samantha and Thomas for keeping their discipline and competing right to the end.
